6th Grade Accelerated Math Course Syllabus
Natalie Fields
Email:  fields.natalie@fcboe.org
http://rsms6b.yolasite.com
Welcome to 6th grade accelerated math; this will be a very exciting and informative year!  In order to keep our classroom as positive and effective as possible students will be expected to treat each other, teachers, and property with respect.  The school and team discipline policies will be followed.  

This year, students will investigate topics that are provided by the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS).  Through the study of each content standard, students will create enduring understandings and enhance their critical thinking and problem solving skills.  There is no textbook for 6th grade accelerated math.  We teach the Georgia standards in math using many varied resources.  Most homework will be in the form of handouts and workbook pages.  

What will we be learning in math this year?

Below is a list of concepts and topics that will be covered in 6th grade accelerated math this year.  While these topics will be discussed in detail, there are several other concepts that will also be covered. 

· Ratios and Proportional Relationships
· Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems
· (7th)  Identify Constant of Proportionality – graph proportions
· (7th) Solve problems involving taxes, tips, discounts, commissions, % of increase and decrease
· The Number System
· Multiply and divide fractions
· Fluently add, subtract, multiply and divide multi-digit numbers
· Find greatest common factor and least common multiple
· Solve real world problems involving fractions and multi-digit numbers
· Understand and use the distributive property
· Understand and compare positive and negative numbers
· Understand locations in all four quadrants in a coordinate plane
· Understand ordering and absolute value of rational numbers
· (7th) Solve problems involving adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing integers
· Expressions and Equations
· Write and solve algebra expressions involving whole number exponents
· Solve expressions where letters (variables) stand for numbers
· Translate verbal expressions to algebraic expressions
· Solve problems using Order of Operations.

· Combine like terms

· Solve one-step equations and inequalities

· Given a  problem, define a variable and write an equation

· Understand the inequalities have many solutions and can be written in different forms
· Use variables to represent two quantities (dependent and independent) in a real world problem
· (7th)  Apply properties to solve integer expressions involving variables

· (7th) Solve multi-step word problems involving equations and inequalities using variables and integers

· Geometry

· Find the areas of polygons
· Find the volume of prisms
· Solve real-world problems using polygons in coordinate planes
· Represent 3-dimensional figures using nets and find the surface area of those figures
· (7th) Solve problems involving scale drawings
· Statistics and Probability

· Understand that a statistical question expects the data (answers) to vary
· Understand that a set of data collected to answer a statistical question has a distribution which can be described by its center, spread, and overall shape
· Understand the difference between the measure of center and measure of variation

· Display data on a number line,  dot plot, histogram, and box plot
· Analyze data using frequencies or proportions of categories

· Describe numerical data using attributes, context clues, method and unit of measure

· Analyze data using mean, median, range, and interquartile range

What do I need to bring to math each day?

· Binder 

•Notebook paper

•Pencils 

•Dry Erase Marker
•Agenda

· Homework
•Notes from previous lesson
Grades:  You will receive grades for completing a variety of assignments.  All students will be graded or earn credit on various class work and homework assignments as well as periodic quizzes and tests.  We will also complete performance tasks which allow you to exhibit mastery of several concepts.  All assignments will be graded on a point system.  Points will vary based on assignment type and length.  Assignments and grades will be grouped according to the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards in order to better analyze your progress and growth over specific topic areas.   I will post upcoming tests/quizzes on the board and website.  You are encouraged to write this information in your agenda.  Please check your agenda nightly.

No assignment is optional, as each is designed to help students master the standards.  If a student chooses not to complete work when assigned, alternative assignments or opportunities to complete the assignment will be created (i.e. completing work during lunch, Starr Time, or Saturday school are available options). 
Retakes:  If you earn lower than a 75 on a test I strongly encourage you to come in for a tutor session and retake the test. Tutor session(s) are required for retakes. Tutor sessions will be announced and posted on the board and website in advance. Retakes allow you to improve your knowledge and show me what progress you have made after further review.   Retakes will not be allowed for those who did not adequately prepare for tests in advance, including those who do not complete homework three or more times during the unit.  I offer this luxury to students who may have been confused on a concept and need further instruction.  Retakes are a privilege! We will discuss this topic further in class.   All retakes will be given at one time beginning at 7:45 in the morning on the date assigned.

Extra help:  Be diligent and take advantage of Starr Time.  This is the perfect  opportunity to start/resume/complete your homework and/or ask the teacher for clarification on a concept.  I am available most mornings for help; however, you will need a pass in advance to come to my classroom.  Make sure you have specific questions when you arrive.  This time is designed for one to one or small group instruction and not a time to work on incomplete or forgotten homework.  Also, please ask Mom and Dad for help.  They are very smart people who passed 6th grade math years ago.  

Homework:  You should expect homework every night. The assignments will be based on the lesson covered in class and will usually be in the form of handouts or workbook pages. Homework needs to be completed in pencil only, and you should exhibit your best effort. Working a math problem includes showing the steps involved in solving the problem. Homework without work shown will not be considered complete and will not receive full credit. Homework is to be completed by the beginning of the next class meeting.  All problems must be attempted.  We will discuss this policy at length in class. 

Attendance and Make-up Work: Students are required to adhere to the school attendance policy. Because math skills build upon one another, it is of the utmost importance that you are here every day. If you are absent, please visit the www.rsms6b.yolasite.com for the assignment or call your study buddy.  Math is very difficult to get caught up on if you are out more than a day.  Quizzes and tests must be made up within three days of your absence. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to make arrangements before or after school or during Starr Time for these make-ups. If you are absent the day an assignment/project is due, you must turn it in the day you return. 

Organization:  Every note you take, homework assignment you do, graded assignment, test, or quiz you get back needs to be in your notebook until the end of the unit.  You will be instructed when you can empty the notebook and leave the papers at home.    Check infinite campus regularly to see what you are missing and how you are performing overall.

I am looking forward to working with each and every one of you. I will strive to make math fun and exciting this year. I know you will do your best to make this first year of middle school wonderful!










Sincerely,










Natalie Fields
